Circular Motion and Universal Gravitation Answers
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7.a)5.5x 10% b) less than (Aug, '99, 17) c) The satellites speed in a stable orbit is inversely proportional to
the square root of orbit radius. v = 1/sqroot(r). Therefore, in an orbit with twice the radius of the first, the
satellite speed will be lower.
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b) Less than

c) As the space shuttle moves further away from the Earth’s centre the force of gravity active on the shuttle
decreases. Since the centripetal force is provided by the force of gravity, it must decrease as well (2 marks)

The smaller centripetal force generates a smaller centripetal acceleration which in turn requires a smaller
orbital velocity. (1 mark)
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41. The reading will be greater than 14N. (by T) 1 mark

Initially, the net force is zero, so the spring scale reads the weight of the mass. When moving, there is a net
(centripetal) force provided by the spring scale (tension in the rope) which exceeds the weight (force of
gravity) of the mass so that the mass goes in a vertical circle. (3 marks)
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